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In a speech at the NAACP 92nd
Annual Convention in New Orleans, iconic
civil rights activist and former National
Board Chairman, Horace Julian Bond
asserted: “A single volume would scarcely
afford sufficient space to enumerate the
outrages our people have suffered, and are
daily suffering at the hands of our
oppressors. They are flagrantly deprived of
every right guaranteed them by the United
States Constitution. In many parts of the
state they are free only in name; they cannot
assemble; they do not feel safe; nor are they
permitted to enjoy but very few public
conveniences.”

The struggle for civil rights in
Louisiana – as in most places – is a journey,
not a destination. Although the “exact”
beginnings of the struggle for civil rights in
Louisiana is unclear, there are numerous
records of direct action, civil disobedience
and acts of violence that lead to the
establishment of organized efforts by
African Americans to secure the inalienable
rights written so long ago.

The 1910 Crisis Magazine
As early as 1910, the Association showed a
great amount of interest in Louisiana as
illustrated by the following articles from the
1910 Crisis Magazine.
1863 Picture of a run-away slave

According to the U.S. Census, the
1860 population of Louisiana totaled
708,002. Of which, 331,726 were slaves.
However, it is important to note that: (1), in
1860, a quarter of the states’ population
resided in the City of New Orleans and it
was the sixth largest city in the United
States; (2), in the northwest corner of the
State was Shreveport, the second largest city
in Louisiana; (3), New Orleans was the
capital of Louisiana from May 1862 to July
1879; and (4), not all people of color in the
State of Louisiana were in bondage.
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•

"The Honorable P.B.S. Pinchback,
once Reconstruction Governor of
Louisiana, has been appointed to the
Internal
Revenue
Service
in
Cincinnati, Ohio"

•

"New Orleans has four Negro
schools with white teachers and ten
with Negro teachers. It was decided
to place Negro teachers in the new
Thomy Lafon School Annex"

•

"National
Colored
Baptist
Association held an annual meeting
in New Orleans"

Cassimere, University Professor of History
Emeritus, “the 'NAACP New Orleans
Branch''' is the oldest continuously active
branch of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People south of
Washington D.C.” It was formally chartered
on July 15, 1915. However, prior to that
time, there had been organizational efforts
underway to affiliate with this new national
civil rights organization which had first
organized in New York City in 1909. In
1911, Emanuel M. Dunn, Paul Landix, Sr.
and James E. Gayle wrote to the NAACP
National Office to obtain more information
about this "new abolition movement."
Apparently, the locals did not wait for
formal action from the National Office, but
proceeded to organize without official
sanction.

November 1910, The Crisis Magazine

•

"The Central Labor Union of New
Orleans has written a letter refuting
the statement that increased pay of
Negro laborers has decreased their
efficiency"

•

"In Clinton (LA), the total number of
registered voters for the parish of
East Feliciana is 609. Six hundred
and seven are white and two colored.
Eight registered as Republicans and
four declined to declare their party
affiliation"

•

President Daniel Ellis Byrd, 1943-47

The October 1943 edition (p. 310) of
The Crisis Magazine - the official journal of
the NAACP stated: “the Louisiana State
Conference of the NAACP met in Lake
Charles, Louisiana at the Woodbury
Congregational Church on August 8, 1943
with 150 delegates. The Chairman was
Daniel E. Byrd of New Orleans, President of
the State Conference. Another speaker was
Rev. H.H. Dunn of New Orleans who
advocated for international committees. The

"The colored people of New Orleans
are trying to get the city to provide
them with a night school"

Early NAACP Louisiana
State Conference Units
Although the NAACP Shreveport
Branch is the oldest chartered Unit in
Louisiana, according to Dr. Raphael
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host was Rev. A.G. Washington who
emphasized the value of international
cooperation. Other speakers were Rev.
W.C. Clark, Lake Charles; Attorney A. M.
Trudeau, New Orleans; C.A. Pemilton, New
Iberia; Huston Dutton, Lake Charles; and
E.W. Johnson, Alexandria, Louisiana. The
Louisiana State Conference was formed in
1943 after a statewide meeting of NAACP
Branches. Other state conferences had been
previously established in Virginia (1935),
Texas (1936), South Carolina (1940), and
North Carolina (1943).
By 1946, the
NAACP Louisiana State Conference had
over thirty branches and between the years
1947 and 1950, an additional twenty-five
branches.

served in various positions within the
organization, including President and
Organizer of the NAACP State Conference
of Branches, Assistant Director of the
Department of Teacher Information and Job
Security, and Field Secretary of the Legal
Defense and Educational Fund.
Atty. Alexander Pierre Tureaud, Sr., New
Orleans Branch, 1947-1949. Tureaud, who
had been actively involved in the NAACP
since the twenties, became a tireless
champion for the Louisiana NAACP as its
legal counselor. Tureaud won 16 separate
teacher salary equalization cases across the
state. He was also successful in overturning
the white primary within Louisiana. Later he
was responsible for desegregation of public
schools in 53 of the state's 64 parishes! In
later years, Tureaud gave technical
assistance in school desegregation cases in
the states of Louisiana, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Texas, and Illinois.

1917 Souvenir Program, Annual Mass
Meeting of the New Orleans Branch held
at the Knights of Pythias Building. Note
the year in the scales – 1911!
President A.P. Tureaud, at one point
he was the ONLY Black lawyer in
Louisiana.

NAACP Louisiana State
Conference Presidents

Dr. E.A. Johnson, Natchitoches Branch,
1949-1954. Dr. Johnson was very active in
the Civil Rights movement and spearheaded
efforts to integrate the Louisiana Normal

Daniel Ellis Byrd, New Orleans Branch,
1943-1947. Byrd was deeply involved with
the NAACP for a number of years. He
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School
(now
Northwestern
State
University), persuading NAACP Legal
Defense Attorney Thurgood Marshall to
investigate the situation. He was trained at
Meharry Medical School in Tennessee, and
established his practice in Natchitoches,
Louisiana where he was the only provider of
medical care for African Americans.

NAACP and several local chapters. He has
served as a member of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights Louisiana Advisory
Committee. He participated in several
landmark legal decisions dealing with race
relations in Louisiana and regularly
represented defendants’ pro-bono, in cases
of police brutality claims.

Doretha A. Dardenne Combre, Lake
Charles Branch, 1954-1962. Her story is a
story of pride, strength and determination.
A young black woman; a widowed mother
of six small children - with no visible
income; yet she managed to obtain higher
education for all six children and was a
prime mover in enrolling the first black
students at McNeese State University in
1954. The Louisiana NAACP named the
''Champion of the Cause Award” in her
honor.
Atty. Antoine Marcel "Mutt" Trudeau,
Jr., New Orleans Branch, 1962-1965. In
1954, Trudeau was appointed to the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund and Educational Fund
by Thurgood Marshall. Additionally,
Trudeau served as co-counsel in a number of
civil rights cases from 1955 through 1978.
He is perhaps best known for his work to
end segregation in schools throughout
southeastern Louisiana parishes. He also
served as President and member of the board
of directors of the Urban League of Greater
New Orleans, Assistant City Attorney, and
President of the Safety Industrial Life
Insurance and Sick Benefit Association
Incorporated.

President Emmitt James Douglas. In
1970, Douglas was arrested when he
attempted to dine at an all-white
establishment in Baton Rouge. The
incident occurred six years after passage
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Emmitt James Douglass, Pointe Coupe
Parish Branch, 1966-1981. Douglas was
active in Democratic politics at a time when
his party dominated most Louisiana. He
headed the NAACP New Roads Branch
from 1965–1981 and served on the National
Board of Directors of the NAACP from
1967–1981. Governor Edwin Washington
Edwards appointed Douglas to the Prison
System Study Commission. He served in
1975 on the Commission on Judicial
Compensation for City, Parish, and
Municipal Courts.

Atty. Marion Overton White, Opelousas
Branch, 1965-1966. Although his service
was very brief, he provided stabilizing
leadership in the transition during turbulent
times. White was a renowned civil rights
attorney and serves as counsel of record for
the Louisiana State Conference of the

Rupert Florence Richardson, Baton
Rouge Branch, 1981-1995.
Rupert
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Richardson served the NAACP in many,
many capacities.
She will be best
remembered as a tireless crusader for justice
in Louisiana asserted Julian Bond, Chairman
of the NAACP National Board of Directors
at the 92nd Annual Convention in New
Orleans. She was also an active member of
numerous
professional
and
civic
organizations, such as the Louisiana Gaming
Control Board; Louisiana's Commission on
Human
Rights;
Louisiana Advisory
Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights; advisory board of the LSU School of
Social Welfare; and the Governor's Council
for Drug Free Schools.

Rev. Dr. Ernest Lloyd Johnson, Esq.,
Baton Rouge Branch, 1995-Present. In
2001, he was appointed by the President and
confirmed by the U.S. Senate to serve as a
public delegate to the United Nations
General Assembly.
Attorney Ernest
Johnson has over thirty-three years of
leadership experiences in a number of highlevel legal, financial, educational, civic and
public policy positions.
Reverend Dr.
Johnson was elected as a Member to the
NAACP National Board of Directors in
2006, Chairman of the NAACP National
Nominating
Committee
2008;
and,
Chairman of the Membership and Units
Committee in 2009.
Today, Louisiana NAACP members
can be found from Abbeville to Zachary,
spanning all sixty-four parishes. Parish and
city Branches, university chapters and youth
councils all compose the Louisiana State
Conference of Units. Under the leadership
of Dr. Ernest Johnson, the Louisiana State
Conference utilizes Internet and social
networking sites to enhance the mission of
the Association and to better serve the
members and the citizenry.
As the
Conference observes over seventy years of
continued existence and service within the
State of Louisiana, it continues to work on
behalf of oppressed people everywhere,
furthering the mission of the Association to
ensure the political, educational, social, and
economic equality of rights of all persons
and to eliminate race-based discrimination.

Rev. Dr. Ernest L. Johnson pictured with
the NAACP Louisiana State Conference
Presidents Medallion.

5

